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many years to cut government waste
and improve the efficiency of govern-
ment, and I applaud his efforts.

Since his arrival in 1974, JOHN GLENN
has championed the cause of space ex-
ploration and research, an area of par-
ticular interest and importance to my
home state of New Mexico. He has long
understood, and I strongly concur with
him, that the United States has a
unique opportunity and obligation to
the pursuit of knowledge and explo-
ration of the heavens. Thanks to Sen-
ator GLENN’s continuing sense of duty
and service to his country, we will ex-
pand our understanding of space and
its effects on the human body.

The success of our space program has
enabled our children to dream of dif-
ferent worlds, our scientists to explore
the nature of matter and the origins of
time, and us to be able to look up into
the night sky and to understand what
we see. JOHN GLENN played a crucial
role in achieving this success. His
flight on Friendship 7 was one of the
first indications of the greatness of
America’s space program. His flight on
Discovery will be a continuation of the
greatness JOHN GLENN helped estab-
lished—and a confirmation of the con-
tributions senior Americans can, and
do, make in our society.

JOHN GLENN’s life as a military hero,
space pioneer, and statesman is the
stuff of legends. Although his time here
in the Senate draws to a close, he
assures us that the legend will grow
when he takes off on the shuttle Dis-
covery later this month. It truly has
been a pleasure to work with the dis-
tinguished Senator from Ohio. Good
luck, JOHN GLENN, and God Bless.
f

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR WENDELL
FORD

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, it is
with great respect that I rise today to
express my gratitude to the distin-
guished Minority Whip, Senator WEN-
DELL FORD, for his 22 years of service to
the United States Senate. I have been
here since the beginning of his Senate
career and have witnessed his many ac-
complishments over the years. His ten-
ure has represented a shining example
of hard work, honesty, and integrity.

Senator FORD and I served on the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Committee
for many years together and shared a
mutual interest in energy policy. He
has been a strong advocate of the dis-
posal of chemical weapons at the Blue
Grass Army Depot in Kentucky and has
stood firm in his commitment to ex-
ploring safe, affordable, and environ-
mentally sound alternatives to chemi-
cal weapons incineration. He under-
stands the threats of nuclear prolifera-
tion and we have shared a common de-
sire to ensure proper stewardship of nu-
clear stockpiles across the globe. I
have appreciated his valuable contribu-
tion to this mission and will miss his
presence on the Energy and Natural
Resources Committee.

An accomplished public servant, Sen-
ator FORD served his country in World

War II, was elected Governor of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, and as a
Senator, established himself as a na-
tional leader in energy, aviation, and
federal-election reform policy. How-
ever, he may be best known for his
steadfast commitment to serving the
people of his beloved home state, Ken-
tucky. He has diligently sought to cre-
ate opportunities for the people of
America and I am confident that upon
his return to Kentucky, he will con-
tinue to give as generously of himself
as he did during his 22 years of service
in Congress.

I believe that I speak on behalf of all
members of the Senate when I say that
WENDELL’s leadership, talent, and
friendship will be sorely missed. I am
grateful that I had the opportunity to
work with him and hope that when the
time comes for me to leave office, I
will be as well respected as Senator
WENDELL FORD by my constituency and
colleagues on both sides of the aisle.

WENDELL, on behalf of myself and the
State of New Mexico, I commend you
on job very well done and wish you and
Jean continued health and happiness in
your retirement.
f

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, in light
of the Columbus Day holiday—a day in
which we honor Christopher Columbus
for discovering a debt-free nation—I
am unable to report to Congress our
nation’s outstanding federal debt from
the close of business Friday, October 9,
1998. I do however feel obliged to sub-
mit the federal debt from years past.

With no holiday in site for an esca-
lating national debt, I report, Mr.
President, that one year ago, October
9, 1997, the federal debt stood at
$5,409,087,000,000 (Five trillion, four
hundred nine billion, eighty-seven mil-
lion).

Twenty-five years ago, October 9,
1973, the federal debt stood at
$459,857,000,000 (Four hundred fifty-nine
billion, eight hundred fifty-seven mil-
lion).

Mr. President, as we stand in the twi-
light of budget negotiations for fiscal
year 1999, I remind my distinguished
colleagues that we must curb the de-
sire to spend, spend, spend. Even with a
holiday weekend our federal debt re-
flects an increase of more than $5 tril-
lion—that is more than 5 million mil-
lion—during the past 25 years.
f

APPOINTMENT BY THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Democratic
leader, pursuant to Public Law 100–696,
announces the appointment of the Sen-
ator from North Dakota, Mr. DORGAN,
as a member of the United States Cap-
itol Preservation Commission.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

DEBATE DURING THE FINAL DAYS
OF THE 105TH CONGRESS

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I want to
talk a little bit about some of the im-
pending debate going on right now to
try to close out these final days of this
Congress. As you know, most of the
talk is centered around the issue of
education. While I was sitting here lis-
tening, I thought really that most
Members of Congress that are up for
election were back home campaigning.
But I guess they are not, because some
have been here this afternoon cam-
paigning on the floor of the Senate. I
heard today some of the outlines of
what was basically their very liberal
agenda, which did not pass some very
radical proposals that this Congress did
not accept.

They talked about delays and about
the lack of work in this session, but
they didn’t mention that this Congress
has required more cloture motions just
to try to get issues onto the floor. We
have also heard, I think, some real tall
tales of revision of the history of budg-
et negotiations, et cetera, talking
about how much credit should go to
this President for the current economic
benefits that we are reaping. But some-
how they forget a lot of the work done
during the 1980s, like the tax cut, de-
regulation of many industries, the pro-
ductivity of workers and companies
that have basically produced more rev-
enue for this Government to allow us
to balance the budget. It really hasn’t
been anything that this President has
done to balance the budget.

If you talked about this big budget
plan offered in 1993—which I am proud
to say not one Republican supported
because the centerpiece of that plan
was just like every other Democratic
proposal over the last 40 years—that
was to raise taxes on the American
people in order to try to solve what
they saw as a crisis or problem, but the
real intent was to enlarge and expand
the size and scope of Government, to
bring more control to Washington.
This plan raised $263 billion in new
taxes—the largest tax increase in his-
tory in this country—which has now
taken the average American family to
the highest levels of taxation in his-
tory, with over 42 percent for the aver-
age American going to taxes. That
means you work just about as much
time to support Government as you are
allowed to work to raise your family,
to support your family—health care,
educational needs, food, clothing, shel-
ter, et cetera.

I have to say that if it was such a
great idea to raise taxes and that
solves the problems, I don’t know why
we don’t simply say let’s raise taxes to
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